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By Keith Mathiowetz

Special Service

ometimes, airplane ownership is about more than cruising across the coun-

try, going to weekend fly-in pancake breakfasts, and taking in the beauty of

the local landscape. An airplane, as pilots in Alaska know all too well, can be
a valuable tool to help people and animals in need. It is relied upon to transport
food and supplies to remote locations; take sick and injured people to and from
medical facilities; and shuttle dogs, cats, and other rescued animals to their new
caretakers, There aren't many
limits to what a general avia-
tion aircraft can accomplish.

As 1 was preparing this
month’s issue, | was fascinat-
ed by the “Flying on Faith” ar-
ticle written by Donna Jones.
In a nutshell. her feature is
about the use of airplanes
to assist missionaries in their
work throughout the world,
accomplishing all of the tasks
listed above, but the story's
real focus is on the dedication,
sacrifices, and courage of the ; ' e B SRR
individuals and families who make missionary work their life's calimg They are
special people. and, despite the bad world news we hear and read about every day,
it'’s nice to know that there are exceptional human beings doing extraordinary things
around the globe.

Although | had received permission from Donna to shorten her lengthy story, 1 felt
the subject was important enough to keep the article in its originally submitted state.
As you'll read, the piece presents interesting personal accounts from missionary pi-
lots and mechanics, a few touching moments experienced by workers, and, sadly, a
couple of tragic situations involving innocent people trying to make a difference. It's
mv hope that this detailed article inspires more pilots to offer their skills and services
to help others, whether those people are within our borders or in other lands.

Personally, I find it particularly exciting to see how man and machine can come
together to make such a positive, significant impact on society. I thank Donna for
this piece about the human spirit, and how flying can further it.

Yours in flight,

Huid & M=y

Keith Mathiowetz
Editor
keithm(e cessnaowner.org
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issionary aviation is probably
Mone of the most interesting and

rewarding areas of aviation. The
challenges facing our missionaries who
do ministy work in the remote parts of
the world are immense and difficult.

Those also serving as missionary pi-
lots and mechanics face a diverse set
of daily challenges with ever-changing
variables. Dangerous situations on the
aground and air plague these operators
in third-world countries where they are
at the mercy of the weather, communi-
cation (or lack of}, the people they sup-
port, government guidelines and proce-
dures, and their own faith.

You have to be a jack of all trades to
be able to handle unigue situations that
the average pilot and mechanic would
never see, This definitely keeps them on
their toes.

Serving with New Tribes Mission
(NTM) since 1983, Doug Hefft has been
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By Donna Jones

on both sides: he was a 206 pilof/me-
chanic in South America for many years
before moving back to the United States
in 2005 as NTM parts manager. His mis-
sion now is to shop, order, and ship avia-
tion parts to all of the NTM programs all
over the world. NTM Aviation has also
become an important supplier for other
related mission aroups. He says his great-
est challenge is to stay ahead of the parts
game. Doug said. “People you love and
care for are relying on this air service.
You really hate to be AOG (aircraft on
ground). That was always stressful. You
have to plan many months ahead of time
for parts you need as a pilot/mechanic
in the field while coordinating the ef-
fort with the person placing the orders.
Freight expenses, customs costs, and
shipping delays to get parts and aviation
supplies to these rermote areas are gen-
erally ridiculous. With people on both
sides planning ahead, the expenses. time

constraints, and stress can be minimized.
All foreign aviation organizations face the
same problems with parts and planning
details. You have to look far ahead for the
expected and deal with the unexpected
when the problem arises.

“As a pilot/mechanic in the field, vou
were faced with other problems. The
hours were long at times. In our experi-
ence, if you brought a plane in for a 50-
hour, and it had to go out the next day,
it was understood that you were going
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to stay with everybody and get it done.
You were always fighting weather and the
other variables to keep flying. It was dif-
ficult to have to fly in to tell a fellow mis-
sionary his father had passed away un-
expectedly and wait while they got ready
for the flight back to the city to head to
the United States for the funeral. There is
also the joy you find. and you regain new
hope when you land in a jungle airstrip
and have the missionary tell you that six
more people have put their trust in Christ
since you last landed there. A continuous
struggle for me was handling the good
and the bad together.”

Trying to gather some additional data,
| watched a video from the New Tribes
Mission website describing how the mis-
sion planes are used by their organiza-
tion. Larry Dye, NTM Aviation pilot and
instructor, said, “There are no roads to
most remote fribal villages. Hikes that
could take a week or more reguire only
minutes in an airplane. It's an ambu-
lance, it's a taxi, it's a school bus, it's a
grocery store for the missionaries we
serve and the tribes we reach.” That's a
pretty diverse description but really sums
it up. In reality, his description for mis-
sionary aviation use of their aircraft really
is correct.

Jonathan Schmidt, SAMAIR Peru pi-
lot, gave me an example of the standard
day relating to his flying and other work
in Peru. Jonathan said, “We fly from the
ceniral jungles of Peru to an area similar
in shape and size to the state of Califor-
nia. A typical day starts early with pre-
flighting one of the three Cessna 206s we
operate and gathering weather by calling
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Doug Hefft, of New Tribes Mission, takes care of some maintenance chores in the field.

on the phone or HF radio to as many vil-
lages that will answer. (We have discov-
ered that if the call does not go through,
more than likely it is because it is heavily
clouded and the batteries are not being
charged by the solar panels adequately
to run the phone system). The next steps
include planning the flight route, fueling
and presenting a flight plan to the local
ATC {even though we operate out of our
own private grass strip), receiving the
passengers, preparing a passenger mani-
fest, and weighing the cargo. This is fol-
lowed by loading the airplane and tying
all the cargo down. Then, we load the
passengers and give them a briefing in
Spanish. The flight begins as we crank up
and taxi to the runway (500-meter-long
grass). doing the pre-takeoff checklist,
reviewing abort point, and reviewing the
emergency procedures. Then, | take off
and climb to altitude and enjoy the view
of what God has created. The Amazon
jungle is amazing — and huge. Upon ar-
rival at our destination. we always over-
fly the runway to confirm the condition
of the unway, wind, obstructions on the
runway, and plan where we are going to
touch down. This can be very important
based on the undulations, slope, curve,
or surface. I must then complete the pre-
landing checklist and fly the approach
using STOL technique. We end up flying
the natural flute sounds that you get in
all Cessna 206s, ending up with some-
thing between 50 and 60 knots, depend-
ing on weight. Of course, all of you know
this is the best part — making the airplane
sing your tune to touchdown regardless
of the conditions!

“An airplane landing in most of these
communities is a big deal! School is let
out, meetings are put on pause, wash
gets put aside. and the whole commu-
nity comes to watch the airplane land. In
many places, they line the whole runway.
which is a little nerve-wracking in itself.
And now that technology has arrived
to the deepest jungle, there are several
digital cameras taking videos of the land-
ing. As soon as the propeller stops, the
airplane is completely surrounded by
people, all wanting to know everything.
‘Who came? “‘What did they bring?’ ‘Did
you bring my request?’ ‘Can you take this
gift, package, money, or whatever” Then
there are the many, many poses with the
airplane in the background. 1 even get
called in to pose with them. And, natural-
ly. there are the kids that want to pen or
scratch their initials in the airplane (Why
not? You could be famous). Others see if
a stem of a plant will fit in the slot between
the elevator and the horizontal stabilizer.
And there are always the ‘thumpers’ that
think the airplane sounds pretfty good as
a drum. It is a pretty busy time trying to
protect the airplane while trying to show
them respect at the same time. Unloading
is always easier than loading. We carry all
kinds of living things, like sheep, ducks,
chickens, turtles, and even young bulls.

“Once unloaded, it is time to gather all
the hopeful passengers. record their per-
sonal information, weigh their cargo, and
calculate the total weight and expected
performance out of that runway with the
current conditions. When it gets fun is
when there is too much weight. Who is
going to stay, and with whom, and who
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is going to have to do without his cargo?
Or is everyone going to pull out an equal
amount of weight from their cargo? It is
pretty easy for me; | just tell them that we
can all climb in and point out about where
we would all die at the end of the runway.
They always think it is funny, but it does
wonders to motivate the necessary drop
in weight. Finally. I confirm the fuel and
oil. T climb in. and the process starts all
over again. And, imagine this: there is a
completely different set of challenges for
our float-equipped Cessna 206.

“We meet a variety of challenges,
starting with the weather. It is tropical,
which means that it is difficult to predict.
An accurate report of the weather at the
destination is most important. However,
in the two hours it takes to fly there, we
may have to deal with several weather
systems. Keeping up with the third-world
country regulations to stay legal keeps us
in reams of paperwork and is very costly.
The runways we fly info on a regular
basis must be maneuvered with cau-
tion. There are many very short, narrow,
curved, muddy, and slippery runways.
Well, as pilots, we actually enjoy that part.
In general, every aspect of operating in
third-world countries has obstacles. You
can overcome them by taking them one
at a time. Eventually, you learn to expect
those obstacles and be better prepared
for them. Situations that developed as a
result of not-so-good judgment have giv-
en me plenty of experiences to pass on to
the next generation of pilots.”
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Maintaining the Aircraft
In many of the remote countries,
aviation operation requires facilities
to house and store parts for aircraft.
Sometimes, primitive buildings are
used for hangars. They are fortunate to
build hangars in other areas. Space is
needed for storage of fuel. tools, sup-
plies. and other parts necessary to keep
the planes flying. Fuel is often stored at
offsite locations to allow refueling mid-
trip to the different remote locations.
The pilot is also the mechanic who
maintains the aircraft. Regular mainte-
nance of the aircraft is done in the hangar,
which doubles as the “shop.” Wherever
the plane is parked may become another
shop, if necessary. It is a little more dif-
ficult to fix a problem in the jungle, but,
sometimes, it becomes necessary should
the need arise. For the float-equipped
aircraft, maintenance may be performed
while the aircraft is tied to the dock. Oth-
erwise, the aircraft is pulled out of the
water on a makeshift trailer and ramp de-
signed specifically for that aircraft.
Jonathan Schmidt from SAMAIR re-
layed, “If thete is a mechanical issue dur-
ing one of the flights. after prayer. finding
a safe place to land is next. When every-
thing is going smooth and you have to
fly past a runway to make sure it is ready
for you, imagine adding a mechanical
problem to that. Finding a place to land
in the jungle may be a task in itself. Once
landed, and the problem is determined.
you hope you have a stock of the parts

to repair the plane or that you can get the
parts in a timely manner. Being AOG is
never any fun. The aircraft is a necessity
where we are located. Preventative main-
tenance is a key for us. Sometimes, me-
chanical problems will occur. We keep a
lot of spare parts for that reason. You just
determine the best way to handle it based
on your circumstances. Your priority is to
get the plane flying again.”

Remote Locations

Missionaries have established themselves
all over the world. They work under a va-
riety of organizations. Aviation organiza-
tions work with other groups to provide
their aviation service to form alliances
that will partner their efforts. Missionaries
support and teach. Aviation mechanics
and pilots act as missionaries to the mis-
sionaries. Not only do they support and
teach, but they deliver the support and
teachers to designated areas.

Special People

Missionaries, regardless of their call of
duty, must make sincere sacrifices to vol-
unteer themselves to this service work.
Missionary work in the United States or
in other countries is a complete devo-
tion of your life and your family's to do
God's work. I've been fortunate to work
with many missionaries through aviation.
Every person | have asked about their
work in the mission field has not looked
at their change in life as giving something
up but as gaining the right to give to

The dirty and clean aspects of SAMAIR operations.
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Kevin and Tasha Spann.

others. | had never thought of it that way.
Selfless and special people are sharing
their faith, knowledge, and love in re-
mote areas where indigenous people are
located. At the same time, they are teach-
ing these tribes to teach others in all ar-
eas. While meeting religious needs. they
also teach these people to care for them-
selves in ways not available without the
fraining, technology, and support from
our rnissionaries. They provide hope to
people who know litlle about what that
means. They provide medical attention
and education to families, who otherwise
would die without the efforts. Once trust
and area of need are established. the
outreach continues fo spread to other
tribes and remote areas yet untouched.
Aviation resources help them get to and
from these areas and extend their reach
to these groups.

1 had the opportunity to meet Kevin
Spann recently. In the last year. Kevin
and his wife Tasha have been accepted
by Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) to
work in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. After talking to Kevin and read-
_ing some of the material regarding their
:background and upcoming journey, |

Typical utews&f the landsaape for a Ne&w : wi
o ptim :
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By 2009, as the economy continued to
‘byﬂmxrstory iwanted":

Jonathan Schmidt of SAMAIR performs engine work and storage activities.

the MAF program and the process re-
quirements they completed — and must
complete — before they leave the United
States on their journey. These are stan-
dard procedures for all MAF pilots and
families. MAF criteria for pilots and me-
chanics and their families are very broad.
Not everyone is accepted, and the pro-
cess takes years to complete once you are
approved. Their story, with some varia-
tion, is similar to that of others who have
pursued this “mission” in life, regardless
of the aviation group affiliation.

Kevin says that. early in life, he knew
he wanted to be in aviation. The path
he has led included receiving a college
degree in aviation maintenance man-
agement at Middle Tennessee State
University and getting his pilot’s license
(instrument, multi-engine, and commer-
cial) while working at a flight school as
an aviation mechanic. This job led him
to a director of maintenance job at an
aircraft charter company. In 2007, he
and Tasha went to the Dominican Re-
public on their first overseas mission trip.
They fell in love with the people, culture,
and the idea of helping others overseas.

their path led to the mis-

the MAF program. Finally, in April 2011,
they went to the MAF headquarters in
Nampa, Idaho, for a two-week inter-
view. By dJuly 2011, they had started
their candidacy and fundraising efforts.
Every missionary must raise the funds to
support themselves. The current amount
is $7.200 per month in ongoing sup-
port. They must also raise money for a
one-time cost to cover pilot and mainte-
nance standardization training, language
school. airline tickets, shipping cost. and
other preparation costs for service over-
seas. They are well underway with their
efforts. A few months ago, they were
already at 60 percent and still count-
ing. Churches in the United States and
individuals have committed to support
them financially and in prayer. They
hope to reach their fundraising require-
ments in the upcoming months. Begin-
ning in August 2012, Kevin will start his
pilot and maintenance training program,
while both he and Tasha attend French
language school in Quebec, Canada.
With this schedule, they hope to leave
for their Congo destination by late 2013.
Their mmmmnent to this program will
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Missionary aircraft often have to be moored
at makeshift docks.

and dedication long before you ever
get to your intended destination. Kev-
in and Tasha are a very special young
couple who will make a wonderful
addition to the MAF family. They are
excited to get their training completed
and become a valuable asset to the
program in the Congo.

Cessna Use
Many of our missionary organizations
operate Cessna 206 aircraft because of
their versatility in the field. With cargo
doors and a six-passenger capacity,
these aircraft can fly in and out of short,
rugged, dirt runways in the middle of a
jungle or land on the top of a mountain
without difficulty. Mission planes are a
life line in some parts of the world. Al-
though organizations have added other
smaller or larger aircraft and helicopters
to their fleet, the Cessna 206 aircraft have
been a dominant part of operations for
missionary pilots in most remote condi-
tions. Many parts of Africa, Philippines,
South America, and New Guinea cannot
be reached without weeks of treacher-
ous travel other than by a small aircraft.
Where a “mini van” is needed, the Cess-
na 206 fills the gap. MAF calls them the
backbone of its fleet.

| have been fortunate to work first-
hand with some of these aviation aroups.
Through my work with Davis Aviation
{and previously Bonaire Aviation Com-
pany), higher-horsepower engine and
propeller conversions have been pro-
vided for hundreds of Cessna aircraft in
the mission field. Most of these aircraft
have been Cessna 206s. In the areas of
operation these pilots fly, they need all of

the safety margins they can get with a full .
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load and diverse weather conditions. The
higher-horsepower 10-550 engine for
these aircraft improves the performance
by 10 percent to 20 percent. The pilots
tell me that every extra percent is greatly
appreciated. The new-design propeliers
allow even better performance and re-
quire minimal maintenance. Other modi-
fications, such as cargo pods, special ra-
dios, STOL kits, etc., are just some of the
modifications necessary for missionary
operations. GPS receivers are often in-
stalled on the aircraft that allow pinpoint
location within 50 feet anywhere in the
world. Given the environment in which
they operate, pilots couldn't operate with
the level of safety needed without mak-
ing many modifications to the standard
aircraft. In these unique areas of opera-
tion, ever-changing weather conditions
and unknown parameters while landing
and taking off really have these pilots fly-
ing on their faith.

SAMAIR pilot David Speyers elabo-
rated on the organization's Cessna 206
aircraft operation in Peru and Bolivia.
“Qur airplanes have Flint Aero tip tanks
and Davis I0-550s. The tip tanks give an-
other 200 pounds gross weight increase.
People always want to carry more stuff,
so any extra weight we can cany is wel-
come. The 10-550s all have GAMI injec-
tors. This is important, as it allows you to
run lean of peak (LOP); this saves on fuel
cost without much of a speed penalty. We
usually see true air speeds of 123 knots;
this is with 800 x 6 or 850 x 6 tires and
belly pods. All of our airplanes have the
Hartzell Top Prop (paddle blades. not
scimitar). The 550 is stronger than the
520; you can get up to 12,500 or 13,500
at gross weight, but it takes a while, and
climb rate is down to 200 fpm by then.
Also, the percent power is way down,
maybe only 45-percent power. At 5,500
to 7,500, you can still make 60- to 65-per-
cent power, even LOP; fuel flow for 25
to 50 LOP is about 13 to 13.5 gph. You
can go leaner than that: I see 11 gph at
10.500, which is 50-percent power. LOP
fuel flow is directly proportional to horse-
power. The GAMI folks have a formula
which is pretty simple. If you are lean
of peak, take your gallons per hour and
multiply by 13.7 (if your compression ra-
tio is 8.5:1); that will give you horsepow-
er. then divide by max rated horsepower
to get percentage of power. For example,

135 gph times 13.7 is 184.95. Divide
by 300, it is .6165. or 62-percent power.
Again, this only works if you are LOP,
which is why the GAMI injectors are so
important. If you must run atrich of peak
(ROP), we do that 100 degrees ROP. fuel
flow is 17 to 18 gph! Obviously, the sav-
ings of LOP are great, even in a counfry
like Bolivia. where the government subsi-
dizes fuel to the tune of $2.50 per gallon!
Peru cost of fuel is $6.50 per gallon.

“The airplane is a tool for reaching
and supporting remote locations. Al-
though all of the SAMAIR pilots enjoy
flying and fixing airplanes, the main
purpose is to see changed lives, physi-
cally and spiritually in the name of Jesus
Chuist. It is always nice to have a reliable
airplane when you fly over the jungle in
virtually untouched space hoping the
weather is cooperating.”

Although some aviation rissionary or-
ganizations have specialized operations,
for most aviation missionaries, their requ-
lar flights include:

« Air ambulance used to fly sick. hurt,
or pregnant patients to the hospital
or from one hospital to a larger one.

* Bringing in doctors and nurses
and their medical supplies to treat
patients. Medical and health care is
important for the tribes they help.

» Taking missionaries and the tribal
people to and from their villages.

« Taking the children to and from a
central location for school.

« Delivery of medical supplies, edu-
cational and bible-related materials,
animals. and other general supplies.

« Delivering or picking up mail or
packages going back and forth to the
United States.

A New Tribes Mission aircraft is welcomed in
a remote community.
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Another successful SAMAIR flight.

While working with the tribal people,
they not only provide necessary day-to-
day essentials, but can share their faith
with them.

Air Ambulance

Known as “wings of mercy,” thousands
of lives {and souls) are saved by using air-
planes to transport doctors, nurses, and
medicine to patients in minutes instead
of days and weeks. Because airplanes are
used as an air ambulance, pilots are called
upon day or night to help in a medical
emergency. They can respond quickly
and effectively to save lives and ease suf-
fering caused by accidents, disease, di-
sasters, deadly epidemics, and complica-
tions of childbirth. The only way to reach
a hospital or health clinic in some areas
is by a small plane. The Cessna 206 is a
perfect station wagon. The cargo doors
open wide, and seats can be removed to
allow a stretcher to be put in the plane for
accommodating the patient. The pilots
can help get someone who was trampled
or “tusked” by an elephant or a woman
needing a C-section to deliver her baby
to the hospital in a huny, In some cases,
it may mean transporting a patient from
a small hospital to a larger hospital for
specialized treatment. Without the aircraft
being available, death from even a minor
injury or from childbirth may be immi-
nent for some patients. Unfortunately, it
may be that the plane is an ambulance
and then turns into a hearse to deliver a
body back to a grieving family.

Care Provided

Regular medical care, health care, and
dental care are provided by many mis-
sionary organizations for the tribal
people they serve. Providing medicine
against disease can prevent widespread
epidernics. Without proper medical care

24 CESSNA QWNER

SAMAIR's David Speyers, right, visits with a friend during a mission.

and assistance, Ebola. measles, cholera,
and malaria can be a death sentence for
people in remote areas. Fortunately, the
Cessna 206 and other planes like it can-
not only carry personnel to these loca-
tions, but the necessary medical supplies
to remedy the situation.

Disaster Response

MAF is often called upon by relief orga-
nizations in disaster situations. It plaved
a major role in coordinating relief and
rebuilding efforts after the devastating
earthquake in Haiti in 2010. In 2005, it
was essential in Indonesia, providing aid
and relief supplies after a series of earth-
quakes and a tsunami ripped through
Meulaboh, northern Sumatra. In 2007,
Bangladesh was hit hard by Cyclone
Sidr. Again, MAF flew aid to those areas.
The same year, there was an Ebola out-
break in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. Transportation for doctors and
medical supplies was provided by MAE
MAF and other missionary organizations
provide transportation in foreign remote
areas wherever and whenever needed.

Rebellions

Unfortunately. our missionaries are in ar-
eas where there may not be a peaceful at-
mosphere. They get caught in the middle
of local rebellions and may require rescue
to remove them and their families from
unsafe conditions in a timely manner.
Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of
the Congo) has been commonplace for
such rebellions. In 1964, MAF conducted
rescue operations for missionaries caught
in the crossfire. Many were killed then.
Throughout the 1990s, fighting among
the political parties and ethnic groups
caused great duress in the country.
Evacuation and relocation was neces-
sary. Flight operations helped move

those families to safer locations. Current
times have allowed the missionaries to
return there and continue their efforts to
work with the tribes of the Congo.

Community Development

Work continues to improve the quality
of life for the local tribal population by
reaching isolated people. Solar energy
initiatives, well digging projects, agricul-
tural programs, and other development
initiatives, such as communications ser-
vices to provide internet access, have
become helpful to improve the living
conditions. This continued development
enables thousands of families otherwise
cut off from civilization to develop safe,
healthy, and productive communities.
Aircraft carry essential supplies to re-
mote locations. They use the aircraft as
a learning tool.

School Bus and Taxi

Cessna aircraft are used to transport
students to and from the missionary es-
tablished schools. Without the aircraft
to act as a taxi service, these students
would not have the opportunity to be-
come educated and minister to others,
What they learn, they pass on to other
family members and tribes and become
teachers themselves.

Travel back and forth to the villages is
provided by our missionary pilofs. Some
areas cannot be easily reached by land or
water. In other areas, air is the only way
to reach them.

Delivery of Supplies and Mail

In the remote areas of the waorld, you
simply cannot get in the car and go to
the store. Walmart is not located in the
jungle. Aircraft use their cargo capacity to
bring much-needed supplies, food, and
other items to these areas. The seats can
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be removed from the Cessna 206, and
supplies can be loaded in quantity. The
cargo pod undemeath the belly of the
plane can be filled up also. Gross weight
is calculated to get the maximum amount
of supplies delivered at one time. Live
animals are camied, as well. One of the
pilots told me about one of his trips where
his cargo included a pig. During the flight,
the pig got rowdy and kicked his way out
of the cargo pod from the sky. Unfor-
tunately, pigs cannot fly. That is now a
proven fact.

Mail and packages to and from the
missionaries and tibal people are deliv-
ered back and forth. Shipments of avia-
tion parts and supplies are included in
some of these trips.

Language Barriers
Missionaries face language barviers in
areas where they are becoming estab-
lished. There are thousands of unwnitten
languages used by the tribes. In order to
comrmunicate with the tribal people, mis-
sionaries must learn the language of that
area and understand their culture to teach
effectively. Once the communication bar-
rier is overcome, it is easier to work there.
This can take years of work to be able
to communicate with ease. Translations
must also be made. Often, they teach
English to local people in order to train
them fo work in the missionary facilities.
For a pilot, that communication must
be established in a very timely manner
to be able to land and take off in remote
aveas. Weather and other pertinent in-
formation must be communicated in
order for the pilot to fly in and out of
these remote places without difficulty.
Language school is a necessity prior to
a pilot taking over the controls. Learn-
ing the language of the local tribes is an
ongoing experience.

Villagers greet a New Tribes Mission airplane.
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Dangerous Work

Although missionary work is rewarding,
it is still dangerous work. Missionaries
make their homes and become family to
the fribal people where they are based.
Aviation pilots and their families nor-
mally make this a lifetime career, which
means they establish a permanent home
in the country they operate. Although
most people are supportive of their ef-
forts, there are those who resent the mis-
sionary presence. In current times, many
countries, where the need for missions is
greatest, they are not welcomed. These
areas make an aircraft a high-profile item
and create suspicion and speculation.

In 1956, Nate Saint and the four other
MAF missionaries were tragically killed in
Ecuador. They had made contact with
the Waodani {or Auca} tribe, known to
be a dangerous tribe. In their plane, they
circled the area and dropped a bucket
on a rope with gifts for the tribe. This
continued for a while. The Aucas finally
sent back a bird. Taking this retum gift
as an act of peace, they landed on the
beach to meet with the tribe. They were
violently killed with spears and machetes.
Even though there was such a tragic in-
cident with the Auca, many missionar-
ies continued to reach to this tribe and
were successful. Years later, Steve Saint,
Nate's son, was “adopted” by the man
who killed his father and lived with the
Waodani tribe for more than a year.
Thousands of missionaries were stirred
by those deaths and dedicated their lives
to reaching fribes like the Waodanis in all
parts of the world.

Another fragic incident occurred in
2001. Kevin Donaldson, working on
behalf of the Association of Baptists for
World Evangelism (ABWE) in Peru, was
operating a float-equipped Cessna 185.
Not long before this incident, ABWE

had purchased and installed an 10-550
conversion from me to help improve the
aircraft's performance. 1 had been com-
municating with Kevin for a long time to
assist in ABWE's purchase of the engine
upgrade for the aircraft. The organiza-
tion's time planning, fundraising efforts,
and shipping options plaved an impor-
tant role in its long-term strategy. Our last
communication after the upgraded air-
craft was flying was to let me know how
well the aircraft performed.

[ was shocked to hear what happened.
This particular tvip was a standard flying
scenario. Kevin was to take Jim and Roni
Bowers and their two children to Iquito,
Peru, to obtain a visa for their 7-month-
old daughter. Even though they had filed
a flight plan, they were shot down by a
Peruvian jet, whose crew thought the
ABWE aircraft was a drug plane. Roni
and her young daughter were killed in-
stantly from the qunfire. Kevin was seri-
ously injured with gunshots to his leas but
was able to safely land the aircraft on the
river. The aircraft caught fire but flipped
over in the water, helping to put out the
flames. Jim Bowers and his son survived
the accident.

Seeing the pictures of the plane on
the national news was very upsetting.
A bullet-riddled propeller, full of holes
from the gunfire, sitting on the front of
a charred 185 aircraft on floats was a
shocking, vivid picture of the outcome
of the incident. Knowing the mission-
ary pilot and the important work he was
involved with really hit home. Kevin
underwent numerous surgeries, but, last
[ heard, he had returned to the mission
field. The CIA investigation and changes
in the laws regarding foreign aircraft op-
eration followed this tragic incident. A
huge flood of people decided to become
missionaries after this accident.

Every seat is filled during this New Tribes Mission trip.
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Who They Are and

How to Reach Them

Listed here are missionary organizations
and some details of their operation. For
additional information on their opera-
tions, and how to support these organi-
zations, take a look at their informative
websites. The expense of aviation op-
eration for missionary planes in foreign
countries is tremendous. The people that
make the program work are incredible
people who need continuous financial
and prayer support.

Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF)
www.maf.org was established in 1943
and is one of the largest organizations of
its type; its home base is Nampa, Idaho.
With MAF locations or affiliates through-
out the world, it has representation in
these areas: United States, Europe, Costa
Rica, Asia, Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Haiti, Indonesia, Lesotho, Mo-
zambigue, Zimbabwe, Australia, Bangla-
desh, Chad, East Timor, Kenya, Mada-
gascar, Mongolia, Papua New Guinea,
South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Brazil,
Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Suriname,
Angola Canada, and Mali.

Through its aviation fleet and the per-
sonnel supporling its programs world-
wide, MAF is able to serve indigenous
people living in areas of the world where
fransportation and communication is
difficult. By providing aviation assis-
tance, MAF enables the work of more
than 1,500 churches, healthcare orga-
nizations, relief agencies, development
groups, government agencies, and mis-
sion organizations. MAF also provides
medical assistance, relief operation ef-
forts, communications, and learning
technology services to support the work
of these groups represented by thousands
of individuals who are working to spread
the gospel and improve the conditions of
remote people.

There is no such thing as an unusual load.
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New Tribes Mission (NTM) www.
ntm.org was founded in the United States
in 1942 It works only among the world’s
least-reached people groups and equips
those groups to lead their own churches.
It has approximately 3,000 missionaries
serving throughout the world. Although
its home office is in Sanford, Florida,
INTM has missionary training facilities in
Wisconsin, Michigan, and Missouri, as
well as a mobilization facility in Pennsyl-
vania. Its United States aviation depart-
ment is located in Arizona. This location
provides aviation support for the entire
program worldwide, providing parts as
well as maintenance training for the field.

New Tribes Mission has aircraft located
in its missionary programs in Papua New
Guinea, Indonesia, Bolivia, Brazil, and
Philippines. It has a few aircraft in Arizo-
na that are used for training purposes and
are being prepared to send to the field. Its
primary fleet is Cessna-based to include
many UZ206s (normally aspirated and
turbocharged models), a 182, and a vari-
ety of 185s. An R44 helicopter, King Air,
and a Kodiak are nice additions, as well.

The goal of New Tribes Mission is to
reach people groups that need com-
munity development in remote areas.
It continues to spread new churches by
providing biblical education, pastoral
training, and other relational mentor-
ing of local church leaders. Medical as-
sistance and disaster relief are available
from NTM missionaries.

SouthAmericaMissions (SAMAIR)
www.southamericamission.org  has its
home base in Fort Mill, South .Carolina,
with foreign operations in Peru and Bo-
livia, It flies for more than seven foreign
mission organizations and at least three
national mission organizations. These
people depend on SAMAIR completely

for its service for their ministries. In some
places, there are no roads at all. A typi-
cal one-hour flight can save a mission-
ary two weeks of traveling by canoe or
foot. SAMAIR supports mission work
in tribes that includes bible translations,
discipleship and bible classes, freshwa-
ter well drilling, and free medical clinics
for the whole community/village. It flies
to 27 tribal groups, each with their own
language and culture. Some have been
very much westernized, while others are
still very primitive and speak very little
Spanish. Other programs, such as medi-
cal and health care, drug rehabilitation
programs, and agriculture development,
have become a big part of its operation.
Flying Missions www flyingmission.
org was established in 1977 to provide
air transportation for medical and mis-
sion work in Botswana. It is now located
in Botswana and Zambia. Most of its op-
erations are handled from its Botswana
locations, including the flight and main-
tenance programs. Flying Missions op-
erates three Cessna aircraft — two 206
aircraft and a 210 - from its Zambia lo-
cation to nine provinces. It partners with
organizations operating in those areas.
In Botswana, since the early 1990s, Fly-
ing Missions has been a licensed aircraft
maintenance facility. It operates aircraft
—~ two Beechceraft King Airs and a six-
passenger Cessna 207 ~ out of its bases
in Gaborone and Maun. It maintains its
own aircraft, as well as other owner-op-
erator aircraft. In 2004, it was able to of-
fer its own aircraft maintenance engineer
(AME) training program. This program
has been successful and has allowed
the organization the ability to teach air-
craft maintenance fraining locally. The
need for aviation services in Botswana
and southern Africa continues to grow.
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Extra income from outside maintenance
helps offset its expenses. Additionally, it
changed its program in 2005 to a “for
profit” type of flight operation. The in-
come generated through flight opera-
tions allows the program to fund other
non-profit work. Air ambulance and
charter flights are kept busy taking care
of patients needing transportation to
larger hospitals. FMS offers on-demand
charter flights throughout southern Afri-
can from the Maun and Gaborone Bo-
tswana bases. Besides working with mis-
sionaries, churches, and tourists, other
clients using the service are government
officials and agencies, as well as local
business organizations.

Call us to
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your plane

» Financing
 Insurance

® Delivery

Testimonial:

Excellent customer service, great
web site access, very professional,
excellent experience all the way

around, Great job! — Mike Brown

Steel Aviation has earned the reputation as a World Leader
in aircraft sales. Top reputations take years. After 10 years
and hundreds of transactions, Steel Aviation is the company
you can trust. We set the standard so many try to follow.

Sieel Aviation proudly offers the
following with every aircraft we sell:

* Training CSIP, Checkouts
= Spinner to Tail Extended Service Plans

e Certified Prebuy Inspections
e Aircraft Exports

These are just a few of the many avi-
ation-oriented missionary groups. Others
are ABWE, MMS, AIM AIR, MFI, and Air
Serv, just to name a few. Their programs
are similar to one another in their mission
to serve others. Aviation helps these pro-
grams serve effectively.

Moody Aviation, JAARS, Alpha
Aviation, and other related organiza-
tions continue to offer programs to
provide aviation training to the pilots
and families who are chosen to serve
in the mission field.

Summary
Aviation operation is difficult for mission-
ary pilots and mechanics, as they are
continuously challenged beyond belief.
The next time you turn on the news and
see an airplane delivering supplies to a
disaster area after an earthquake or hur-
ricane, think about these special people.
When you hear about an epidemic
outbreak somewhere in Africa, these pi-
lots are probably already delivering mis-
sionary doctors and medical supplies to
some mountain top in a remote place
you probably can't pronounce.

At this time, these missionary pilots
and mechanics are facing yet another
unique challenge of the day (or night)
while they work hard to continue to save
lives (and souls).

Happy and safe flying! “©

About the author and Davis Avia-
tion: Donna Jones has worked in avia-
tion for 20 vears. She began in avia-
tion with Bonaire Aviation Company
and stayed with Davis Aviation when
it bought the Bonaire 550 product line
in 1998. She helped establish 30-plus
STCs for the single-engine Cessna line,
as well as assisted in numerous field ap-
prouals and deviations when an STC was
not available for a particular installation.
Davis Aviation continues with worldwide
distribution of the Bonaire 550 engine
and propeller upgrade, propeller-only
installations, and engine mount modifi-
cations. Davis Aviation offers a variety of
STC options for Cessna aircraft, as well
as a few upgrades for Piper airplanes.
Davis Aviation can be reached at {425)
652-1113. Website address is www.davis
aviationservices.net.
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